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Division Organization

• Deputy Secretary for Environment – Gary Mason

• Environment Division Director – John Mitchell

• Five bureaus and KHEL

– Bureau of Air (Rick Brunetti)

– Bureau of Water (Jaime Gaggero - Mike Tate retired)

– Bureau of Waste Management (Bill Bider)

– Bureau of Environmental Remediation (Leo Henning)

– Bureau of Environmental Field Services (April Dixon)

– Kansas Health and Environmental Laboratory (Myron Gunsalus)
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Division Budget

• FY2017 budget totals $66,995,877

• Funding sources:

– State General Fund $4.2 million 7.3%

– State Water Plan $1.8 million 2.9%

– Fee Funds $16.9 million 27.7%

– Federal Funds $17.0 million 27.8%

– Agency and Trusts $21.0 million 34.3%

– Indirects and Transfers $5.8 million
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2016 Legislation

• Approach to EPA’s Clean Power Plan proposal and its 

anticipated impact on Kansas.

– SB 318 passed suspending all state agency activities, studies, and 

investigations related to the CPP.  

• Contaminated Property Redevelopment Act

– SB 227 passed allowing a purchaser of real property (purchased 

after July 1, 2016) to be released from liability for pre-existing 

contamination.  

• Changes to Asbestos State Training Requirements

– HB 2516 passed eliminating Kansas-specific training and 

certification requirements.  Similar federal requirements must still be 

met.  
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Challenges / Improvements

• Staffing – the greatest challenge continues to be filling 

vacancies and facing high level of retirements over the next 

several years

• Improvements – looking at a number of quality 

improvement processes.  DOE will be launching a web 

page showing key metrics for a number of our 

environmental activities



KDHE Environmental Interest Finder 
(KEIF)
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• Includes information about contaminated and 

regulated sites in Kansas

• Intended to provide general information about 

environmental interests 

• Provides links to each KDHE environmental 

program and site information
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Locating Environmental 
Interests in Kansas 

• KDHE Environmental Interest Finder (KEIF) - Web Map

• Provided as a public service through KDHE and is intended to 
provide general information on environmental interests. 

• What is an environmental interest? Environmental interests can 
be “Regulated” facilities and/or “Contaminated” sites. 

– Regulated: Permitted, registered or licensed facilities

– Contaminated sites: Currently or historically contaminated by a 
spill, release, discharge or waste placement.  
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YOU ARE HERE!
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Advantages to Using KEIF

• Quickly identify environmental interests

– Not included: Public Water Supply and Confined Animal 

Feeding Operations

• Basic information is available on-line for free – No 

KORA costs!!!

• Provide site specific names and program ID#s to 

assist with KORA requests, which lowers KORA costs



Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

Contact Information

John Mitchell, Division Director

1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400

Topeka, Kansas   66612

(785) 296-1535

jmitchell@kdheks.gov


